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The Bay-Wise Project at Divinity
Lutheran Church (2023-2024)

Divinity Lutheran Church (DLC) is a 5 acre site in Towson, MD that features a church
building, parking lot, and woods with a small outdoor chapel. DLC Pastor Chris Schaefer
shared that the church has “a call in our faith tradition to love our neighbors and care for all
creation.” The Bay-Wise Project at Divinity Lutheran, funded by a Chesapeake Bay Trust
QOutreach and Restoration Grant, enabled the church to implement several stormwater best
management practices that reduced pollution to Loch Raven Reservoir while building a
network of environmental stewards.

Project Accomplishments

As a result of the Bay-Wise Project at Divinity Lutheran
Church (DLC), the campus achieved Bay-Wise Certification
and now features:
« 1 Micro-bioretention practice
1 Bayscape
1 Rain garden
3 Rain barrels
Community compost bin

The Gunpowder Valley Conservancy (GVC) hosted an
Open House and 4 free educational workshops where
participants learned Bay-Wise techniques that they could
apply to their own yards. Topics included rain barrels and
conservation garden maintenance.

Despite its relatively small footprint, DLC has already had a
large impact! They now manage a community compost
pile to recycle food scraps into soil amendments. The
native plants provide a valuable pollen source for the
“Providence Honey” apiary, a collaborative project between
DLC and Maryland Presbyterian Church. Together, the two
congregations maintain beehives to produce local honey.







